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Academic Task 1 Writing.  Essay Correction & Feedback 

              

 

Task: Japanese Tourists Travelling Abroad. 

Describing Data in 2 Charts. (Column Bar Chart & Line Graph) 

 

This essay correction and feedback service consists of the following ... 

 

1. Student's Original Answer (without corrections) 

2. Corrected Student Answer (edited with suggested changes to increase the band score)  

3. Individual Scores & Feedback on the 4 IELTS Writing Marking Criteria - taken from the 

IELTS Public Band Score Descriptors. Essentially, how well the answer matches the 

descriptions for 1) task achievement, 2) coherence and cohesion, 3) lexical resource & 

vocabulary, and 4) grammatical range and accuracy of grammar. 

4. An Overall Estimated Band Score. 

5. A Band 8/9 Answer Written by the Website Teacher, Mr Alfred Wilde. M.A. 
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Writing Task 1. You should spend about 20 minutes on this task. 

The charts show the number of Japanese tourists travelling abroad between 1985 and 1995   
and Australia's share of the Japanese tourist market. 

Summarise the information by selecting and reporting the main features and make 
comparisons where relevant. Write at least 150 words. 
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1. Student's Original Answer (without corrections) 

              

 

   The first data shown is a bar chart, which compare the number of Japanese travel 

went abroad from 1985 to 1995. The second data shown is a line graph, which compares 

the percentage of Japanese tourists visited Australia from 1985 to 1994. In general, it 

can clearly be seen from the first data that for over an eleven year peroid, Japanese 

tourists were going abroad more than past years, and it is similar as the percentage of 

Japanese tourists visited Australia (P.J.T.V.A) were rising too. 

    In more detail, the numbers of Japanese travelling abroad (N.J.T.A.) started at about 5 

millions in 1985 then it rose dramatically and it over doubled in 1990 at roughly 11 

millions. 

   In 1991, N.J.T.A. dropped slightly by about 5% ! Notably, since 1992 N.J.T.A. went up 

steadily (500,000) then it tripled at approximately 15 millions in 1995. 

    Interestingly, N.J.T.B. and P.J.T.V.A. were quite similar by statistically. For instance, 

P.J.T.V.A. in 1985 stood at only 2% then grew rapidly and it doubled successfully in 1988 

at 4%. P.J.T.V.A dipped slightly to just above 4% in 1989. Since 1990, N.J.T.B. rose 

sharply, and in 1994 had by far the highest P.J. T.V.A. at just over 6% but it dropped 

slowly back to 6% in 1994. 

   In conclusion, for over a 10 year period, Japanese were going abroad more, whereas, 

the number of Japanese tourists coming in Australia dropped slightly and still 

unpredictable. 
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2. Corrected Student Answer. 
 

Correction Key: - blue underlined       = Teacher corrections and suggested changes. 

                             - grey (crossed out)      = Incorrect grammar and vocabulary deleted. 

                             - Balloons in the right hand margin express the teacher's comments. 

              

   The first data chart shown is a column bar chart, which compares the number of Japanese 

tourists that travelled went abroad from 1985 to 1995. The second data chart shown is a 

line graph, which compares the percentage of Japanese tourists that visited Australia from 

1985 to 1994. In general, it can clearly be seen from the first datacolumn chart that for over 

an eleven year peroidperiod, the percentage of Japanese tourists were going abroad more 

than past yearsincreased dramatically, and it isa similar trend can be seen from the line 

graph, which shows that as the percentage of Japanese tourists visited visiting Australia 

(P.J.T.V.A) were rising toohad also risen sharply. 

    In more detail, the numbers of Japanese travelling abroad (N.J.T.A.) started at about 5 

millions million in 1985, then it rose dramatically and it overmore than doubled in 1990 at 

to roughly 11 millions tourists. 

   By contrast, In in 1991, N.J.T.A. dropped slightly by about 5%. ! NotablyHowever, since 

1992 N.J.T.A. recovered and went upgrew steadily (500,000)by approximately 500,000 

travellers then it the number of tourists tripled at to approximately 15 millions in by 1995. 

    Interestingly, both the N.J.T.A. and the P.J.T.V.A. were quite similar by 

statisticallyfollowed a similar upward trend. For instance, the P.J.T.V.A. in 1985 stood at 

only 2% then grew rapidly and it doubled successfully in 1988 at 4%.to 4% by 1988. Later, 

the P.J.T.V.A dipped slightly to just above 4% in by 1989. Finally, Since 1990, the 

N.J.T.B.P.J.T.V.A. rose sharply, and in by 1994 1993 had by far the highest P.J. T.V.A.peaked 

at an all-time high at of just over 6% but it dropped slowlythough it dipped marginally back 

to 6% in by the end of the period (1994). 

Comment [u1]: Good use of passive tense. 

Comment [u2]: You need to be specific about the 
subject you are writing about. They are tourists 

Comment [u3]: Excellent use of a relative clauses 
to produce a complex structures in the introduction. 

Comment [u4]: missing linking words will reduce 
your score for coherence and cohesion. 

Comment [u5]: spelling. 

Comment [u6]: weak grammatical accuracy. 

Comment [u7]: Tip. The period is from 1985 to 
1994, so use the past perfect to describe a time in 
the past to another (later) time in the past. 

Comment [u8]: Good signal to introduce body 
paragraph detail. 

Comment [u9]: Good use of abbreviation for an 
expression you will repeat throughout the answer. 

Comment [u10]: A number of grammatical 
accuracies. Write 'million' (not millions); also, you 
make several errors with the preposition 'at' (use 
'to') 

Comment [u11]: My changes here show better 
use of signal words to show contrasting data 
changes. 

Comment [u12]: Notice how I use stronger 
vocabulary. 

Comment [u13]: ' by approximately' is more 
accurate and is better grammar and vocabulary. 

Comment [u14]: From 1992 to 1995, the NJTA 
did not triple. You confuse this with the WHOLE  of 
the period from 1985. From 1992 to 1995, the 
increase is about 3 million tourists. This inaccuracy 
will decrease your score for task achievement. 

Comment [u15]: Faulty grammar and wrong 
word phrase choice. 

Comment [u16]: Not similar statistically - 
because the column chart is in millions and the line 
graph is percentages. You must be accurate with 
describing the unit of measurement. 

Comment [u17]: Successful is incorrect because 
it is subjective. There is no requirement to make 
judgements - only describe and compare the data 
OBJECTIVELY. 

Comment [u18]: Inaccurate subject and date. 

Comment [u19]: Compare my description to 
yours. If it is at its highest point, use 'peaked at an 
all-time high of (...) 

Comment [u20]: Again notice your description is 
weaker (this time of the date). Easy to improve this. 
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   In conclusionTo sum up, for over a 10 year period, more Japanese tourists were going 

abroad more, whereaswhile, the number of Japanese tourists coming in to Australia 

dropped slightly and still unpredictablehad also increased. 

              

 

  

Comment [u21]: There's no need to make a 
conclusion for a task 1 data chart. In fact, you cannot 
make a conclusion as such; this is only required in 
task 2 writing. Nor is there any real need to offer a 
summary as you have already provided an overview 
of the data in the introduction. 

Comment [u22]: Wrong connector. The two 
trends are similar, so 'while' is a better connector to 
describe them happening at the same time. Also, 
your last point "dropped slightly and still 
unpredictable" is incorrect. In fact, there was no 
need for this last paragraph. It adds nothing positive 
to your overall answer. 
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3. Individual scores & feedback for the 4 marking criteria using the official IELTS writing  
    band score descriptors. 
 
 

Descriptor & Band 
Score Awarded 

 

 
How does your writing compare to the band descriptors ?  

 
Task Achievement 

 

 
6 

 

 

 This answer manages to cover the requirements of the task. You have 
summarised the data well and key features have been identified and 
compared with comparisons being made between the 2 charts.  

 However, there are some inaccuracies in describing the data in relation 
to the bar chart data (see edited remarks).  

 In addition, in the description of the line graph, there is an inaccurate 
description of data and timescale (see edited remarks). Hence, "details 
are irrelevant, inappropriate or inaccurate" (Band 6 descriptor) 

 You need to analyse the data more carefully before you start writing to 
make sure you have identified accurate comparisons and trends. 

 Check sentences and paragraphs are factually correct (as soon as you 
have written them) against the data in the chart. 

Coherence 
& Cohesion 

 
 

7 

 

 The answer demonstrates a "logical organisation of information and 
ideas" with a "clear progression throughout".  

 You have also used a good "range of cohesive devices" such as good 
signalling words throughout and effective use of relative clauses (using 
'which').  

 However, more contrasting signal words could be used in the body 
paragraphs to show more contrast (see my corrections/changes). Also, 
you missed a relative pronoun ('that') in the introduction and some 
signals words and connectors were inappropriate, especially "In 
conclusion" and "whereas" in the last paragraph.  

 Your paragraphs are logical and effective, but you should have 
combined the second and third paragraphs to write about the bar chart 
in one paragraph. 

 This aspect of your answer could have been improved by using more 
contrasting signal words.  

 If you refer to 2 trends that show a similar trend then use 'both' and 
'similar' in the description. 

Lexical 
Resource 

(Vocabulary) 
 

7 

 

 The vocabulary and phrases used in your answer demonstrate  "a 
sufficient range to allow some flexibility and precision" (rose 
dramatically, doubled, tripled, went up steadily, approximately, grew 
rapidly, dipped slightly, at just over 6%, rose sharply, unpredictable). 

 The answer also shows "some awareness of style and collocation, but 
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you have produced "occasional errors in word choice, spelling, and 
word formation" Band 7 Descriptor. 

 You could have improved the vocabulary with the suggestions I made in 
the corrected answer (see the corrected text) 

 

 
Grammatical 

Range & 
Accuracy 

 

 
 6 

 

 In this answer, you have shown you can use the passive and past 
perfect tenses as well as complex structures using relative pronouns 
(which) to make relative clauses, but there is a lack of complex 
sentences that correctly use subordinating conjunctions.  

 The attempt in the conclusion is inaccurate. There are also a number of 
errors in grammar and punctuation, though these do not significantly 
impede communication. Please refer to the errors corrected in the 
edited version of your answer.  

 In particular, you made common errors with prepositions, articles 
(especially 'the') 

 Practice making contrasts with 'while', 'although' and 'whereas' in the 
body paragraphs.  

 

 

4. Overall Estimated band Score: 

              

6 + 7 + 7 + 6 = 26 / 4 = 6.5 = Overall Estimated Band Score = 6.5 
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5. A Band 8/9 Answer Written by the Website Teacher, Mr Alfred Wilde. M.A. 

              

 

The data is shown as a column bar chart and a line graph, which compare the number of 

Japanese tourists travelling abroad (JTTA) from 1985 to 1995 and the percentage of Japanese 

tourists who travelled to Australia (PJTTA) over a lesser period, from 1985 to 1994 respectively. 

 

Overall, it can clearly be seen that while the number of JTTA had risen dramatically from 5 to 15 

million over the ten years to 1995, the PJTTA had similarly tripled from just 2% in 1985 to 6% by 

1994. 

 

In more detail, whilst only 5 million Japanese journeyed overseas for tourism in 1985, this figure 

had more than doubled to approximately 11 million by 1990. Likewise, for Japanese tourists 

who chose Australia as their preferred destination, although only 2% went there in 1985, by 

1990, the percentage had more than doubled  to almost a twentieth (5%) of all Japanese 

tourists going abroad.  

 

Similarly, after 1990, Japanese tourism continued to rise. In spite of a slight dip to just over 10 

million in 1991, by the end of the period in 1995, the number of JTTA had increased sharply and 

peaked at an all-time high of roughly 15 million people. Finally, in a similar trend, Australia's 

share of Japanese tourists grew healthily from just over 5% in 1991 to peak at over 6% in 1993 

though it did fall marginally to 6% by 1994. 

              

Thank you for using the marking and feedback service. 

 


